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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

This  district  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one  lying  in  the  south¬ 
west  of  Wiltshire,  and  comprises,  as  well  as  good  farm  land, 
large  areas  of  downland  with  few  and  scattered  houses.  The 
population,  some  11,600,  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture  or  in  trades  related  thereto.  There  are  no  large 
factories  or  works  in  the  district.  Besides  the  numerous  villages 
there  are  two  small  towns,  one  in  each  district,  viz.  :  Mere  and 
Tisbury.  These  two  towns  have  piped  water  supply  and  water 
carriage  sewerage  schemes,  and  other  modern  amenities.  While 
a  scheme  for  a  piped  water  supply  for  the  district  is  now  in  pro¬ 
gress,  from  a  revenue  stand-point  the  sewering  of  large  tracts  of 
waste  or  semi-waste  ground  is  a  different  matter.  However,  it 
may  be  possible  by  satisfactory  grouping  of  adjacent  villages 
to  serve  at  least  some  additional  villages,  but  for  this  to  mater¬ 
ialize  a  substantial  grant  would  be  necessary. 

The  following  figures  give  additional  information  about  the 
district  : — 

Area:  71,319. 

Population:  11,590. 

Rateable  Value:  £46,962. 

Penny  Rate  Yields :  £192  14s.  4d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  3,436. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1950: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise:  9. 

2.  By  Local  Authority :  48. 

Number  of  buildings,  etc.,  converted  to  dwelling  houses: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise:  1. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector —  Major  T.  A.  Brown,  m.s.i.a. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector —  Mr.  A.  R.  Woolard,  m.s.i.a. 

The  Inspectors  hold  the  appointments  (inter  alia)  of  Sanitary  Surveyor, 
Sewerage  Works  Manager,  Petroleum  Officer,  Refuse  and  Salvage  Officer, 
and  certain  other  duties. 

Clerical  assistance  is  provided. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1950 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty  seven  children  were 
born  alive  in  the  district,  of  these  ninety  seven  were  male  and 
ninety  female.  Eight  of  these  births  were  illegitimate.  There 
were  six  still  births : — 


Live  Births 

M 

F 

Total 

97 

90 

Legitimate 

94 

85 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 

Still  Births 

Total 

2 

4 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  estimated  resident 
population  16.6. 


Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births  31. 


While  the  above  birth  rate  figure  of  16.6  is  the  actual  true 
birth  rate  it  has  to  be  adjusted  with  the  comparability  factor 
of  1.12  to  give  the  standard  birth  rate,  for  comparison  with 
other  areas,  of  18.59. 

The  table  following  later  gives  the  comparable  birth  rates 
for  other  areas. 


Particulars  of  Deaths 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year,  seventy-two  male  and  sixty-nine  female. 

Total  M  F 

141  72  69  Actual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population  12.1 

Comparability  Factor  0.82  gives  standard  death  rate  of  9.92 

ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  Causes  of  Death.  Total  141. 


1  Tuberculosis  Respiratory  . ,  . .  . .  _  q 

2  Tuberculosis  other  . .  . .  . .  . .  q 

3  Syphilitic  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  q 

4  Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  . .  _  q 

5  Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . ,  _  q 

6  Meningococcal  infections  . .  . .  . ,  q 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  q 

8  Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  _  *  2 

9  Other  infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  . .  . .  o 
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10  Malignant  tumours  stomach  . . 

1 1  Malignant  tumours  lung  (Bronchus) 

12  Malignant  growths  breast 

13  Malignant  growth  (womb) 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  new  growths 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System 

18  Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20  Other  heart  disease 

21  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

22  Influenza. . 

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  (Kidney) 

29  Hyperplasia  and  Prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31  Congenital  malformations 

32  Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents 

35  Suicide  . . 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


5 
2 
2 
0 

18 

1 

0 

21 

18 

1 

26 

6 
5 
2 
4 
0 
2 
1 
2 
2 
0 
1 

19 

0 

0 

2 

0 


Notes  on  Major  Causes  of  Death 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  list  that  twenty  seven  out  of 
the  total  of  141  deaths  occurred  from  malignant  disease,  cancer, 
etc.,  i.e.  a  percentage  of  19.  (That  there  were  no  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  either  pulmonary  or  non  pulmonary  and  also  no 
deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  or  abortion). 

Diseases  associated  with  the  heart  and  or  vascular  system 
amounted  to  72  or  51%. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  11  deaths  out  of  141 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  . .  . .  3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  . .  2 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 


Main  Drainage 

Mere.  The  village  is  sewered  by  approximately  6133  yards 
of  sewer  varying  from  6"  to  8"  pipes  forming  the  main  scheme 
and  1203  yards  forming  a  subsidiary  scheme,  with  a  separate 
outfall.  No  new  additions  were  added  during  the  year. 

Further  progress  with  regard  to  the  Comprehensive  Scheme, 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  works,  and  improvements  to 
sections  of  the  main  sewer,  was  made  and  a  Public  Inquiry  by 
the  Ministry  is  due  to  be  held  about  the  middle  of  1951. 

Five  new  connections  and  three  manholes  were  added. 

Tisbury.  The  village  is  sewered  by  3696  yards  of  sewer  varying 
from  4"  to  12"  pipe.  The  Comprehensive  Scheme  for  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  these  works  has  progressed  and  reached  the  stage 
for  the  Ministry’s  Public  Inquiry  due  to  take  place  in  February, 
1951. 

Thirty-eight  connections  and  two  new  manholes  were  added 
during  the  year. 

Hindon.  The  condition  of  these  works  is  still  causing  concern. 
The  Ministry’s  Public  Inquiry  re  same  is  to  take  place  at  the 
same  time  as  the  Tisbury  one. 

Three  new  connections  and  one  manhole  were  added. 

East  Knoyle.  This  scheme  serves  a  small  portion  of  the 
village  and  reconstruction  of  these  works,  with  possible  ex¬ 
tensions  to  the  sewer,  is  desirable. 

Private  Schemes.  The  small  private  schemes  at  Maiden 
Bradley,  Berwick  St.  John  and  Zeals,  functioned  satisfactorily. 

House  Drainage 

Nineteen  septic  tanks  were  constructed  to  private  houses. 
No  Statutory  action  is  necessary  to  have  these  tanks  emptied. 

Approximately  55  tanks,  taking  the  drainage  from  95  Council 
houses,  are  subject  to  inspection.  Some  of  these  tanks  are 
working  satisfactorily  but  quite  a  number  have  to  be  emptied 
periodically — owing  to  inefficient  filtration  and,  in  some  cases, 
faulty  construction. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  to  empty  private  tanks  and 
cesspools,  or  remove  night  soil.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  a 
firm  which  operates  in  the  district. 
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Public  Cleansing 

Scavenging.  The  organised  monthly  collection  of  refuse 
continues  in  force  in  this  area. 

Applications  to  have  refuse  collected  fortnightly  have  been 
received  from  some  of  the  larger  parishes  but,  owing  to  the 
financial  cost  involved,  it  is  not  considered  economical  to  accede 
to  the  requests. 

The  present  scheme  is  operated  at  a  cost  of  a  5d.  rate. 

During  the  year,  owing  to  alleged  nuisances,  a  request  made 
by  the  owner  to  have  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  on  the  outskirts 
of  Mere  closed,  was  granted.  The  closing  of  this  tip  is  regretted, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  could  have  been  used  for  many  years 
and  suitable  sites  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  Wardour  refuse  site  which  was  opened  early  in  1948 
is  filling  rapidly  and  a  new  site  will  have  to  be  found  in  the  near 
future. 

Semley  Refuse  Tip  was  opened  up  during  the  year  and  should 
serve  the  adjoining  parishes  for  a  considerable  time. 

Donhead  St.  Andrew  site  continues  to  function  efficiently  but 
the  lack  of  sufficient  covering  material  becomes  a  problem  of 
increasing  difficulty. 

The  provisions  of  Section  75  (1  to  2)  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  have  not  yet  been  inforced  in  this  area. 

This  matter  should  receive  further  consideration  by  the 
Council,  owing  to  the  danger  of  Refuse  employees  being  in¬ 
jured  by  pieces  of  broken  glass  placed  in  sacks  of  rubbish  by 
various  householders. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  continues  to  increase. 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse: — 

No.  loads  collected  . .  . .  . .  . .  700 

Approximate  tonnage  . .  . .  . .  . .  2100 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse: — 

Salvage.  The  system  of  collecting  of  salvage  at  the  same 
time  as  refuse  was  discontinued  during  the  year.  The  price 
for  waste  paper  was  quoted  as  low  as  £1  per  ton,  obviously 
this  made  collection  entirely  uneconomical. 

Towards  the  end  of  December  requests  for  waste  paper  were 
received  from  the  Mills,  with  quotations  varying  from  £9  10s. 
to  £15  per  ton  according  to  quality. 

This  rapid  upward  rise  in  the  price  has  given  a  new  impetus 
for  collection  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  a  good  start  in  collection 
from  January,  1951. 


8 


Verminous  Premises.  Six  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  fleas  and  were  disinfected.  During  the  process  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  destroy  two  sets  of  bedding. 

There  were  no  cases  of  bug  infestation  reported. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction.  The  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  operated  from  the  31st  March,  1950. 

The  new  Act  emphasizes  the  primary  obligation  as  being  upon 
the  Local  Authority  to  ensure  that,  so  far  as  practicable,  the 
district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

An  important  proviso  under  the  Act  requires  owners  and 
occupiers  of  food  premises  to  notify  the  Ministry  of  any  in¬ 
festation  on  their  premises,  which  involves  damage  and  loss  of 
foodstuffs. 

This  proviso  has  given  rise  to  some  criticism  as  to  why  it  is 
necessary  to  notify  the  Ministry  in  the  first  instance  and  not  the 
Local  Authority  who  are  in  a  position  to  ascertain  the  facts 
on  the  spot. 

The  Act  envisages  the  appointment  of  a  Rodent  Control 
Officer  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Ministry  may  make  grants 
subject  to  certain  conditions  to  halve  the  expenditure  incurred 
by  them. 

The  Council  has  this  matter  under  consideration  but  so  far 
no  decision  to  appoint  a  Rodent  Control  Officer  has  been 
reached. 

As  in  former  years,  minor  complaints  of  rat  infestation 
have  been  dealt  with  direct  by  Sanitary  personnel. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Periodical  observations  were  made  on  the  few  factory  premises 
in  the  area.  There  was  no  cause  for  statutory  action. 

Sanitation  of  Special  Premises 

Structural  repairs  of  a  minor  nature  and  improvements  to 
sanitation  continue  to  be  made  to  the  small  parish  schools, 
according  to  the  funds  available.  A  number  of  annexes  for 
school  meals  were  added  during  the  year. 

Shops.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary.  Owing  to  the 
Licencing  situation  no  improvements  of  a  large  scale  were 
carried  out. 


9 


Public  Houses  and  Hotels.  Sanitary  improvements 
continue  to  be  made  to  the  various  Hotels  and  Public  Houses 
throughout  the  District  but  the  work  of  improvement  is  very 
much  restricted  owing  to  the  Licencing  situation. 

Reconditioning  of  one  Hotel  and  two  Public  Houses  were 
carried  out,  with  additional  sanitary  conveniences  and  wash 
places. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.  Bakeries  were  subjected  to  the 
usual  inspections,  lime-washing  and  painting  being  carried  out 
upon  verbal  requests  being  made  wherever  necessary. 

Cafes.  These  were  periodically  inspected,  there  being  no 
cause  for  complaints.  With  the  exception  of  re-decorations, 
no  large  scale  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  No  food 
poisoning  cases  were  notified. 

Six  new  registrations  to  retail  ice-cream  were  added  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  twenty  on  the  Register.  No  ice- 
crearn  is  manufactured  in  this  area,  as  in  former  years  the 
supplies  are  being  obtained  from  reliable  firms. 

This  commodity  is  stored  in  well  kept  refrigerators  usually 
rented  to  the  retailer  at  a  small  annual  rental. 

No  cases  of  illness  from  the  consumption  of  this  food  were 
reported. 

Butchers’  Shops.  Butchers’  shops  were  regularly  inspected, 
including  preparing  rooms,  where  potted  meats  and  sausages 
are  made. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  well  maintained  and 
there  is  nothing  to  record  of  an  adverse  nature,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  practice  of  customers  bringing  a  newspaper  to 
wrap  their  meat  up.  This  practice  is  still  in  existence  in  most  of 
the  shops.  This  practice,  which  is  to  be  depricated,  is  largely 
due  to  the  shortage  of  wrapping  paper. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Meat.  Centralised  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  Salisbury, 
where  all  carcases  are  inspected  before  entering  the  district. 
Regular  inspections  are  also  made  of  Butchers’  shops  from 
time  to  time. 
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The  following  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 


sumption. ; — 

Beef 

•  *  •  • 

IDS 

Offal 

*  •  •  • 

— 

Fish 

•  •  •  • 

231  lbs 

Canned  Foods 

Meat 

«  •  •  • 

17  lbs 

Fish 

•  •  •  • 

8|  lbs 

Milk 

40i  lbs 

Fruits,  Soups  and  Vegetables  . . 

55|  lbs. 

All  the  foregoing  were  voluntarily  surrendered  at  the  time  of 
inspection  and  no  proceedings  were  taken. 

As  compared  with  1949,  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  condemned  fresh  beef,  due  mainly  to  the  smaller 
allocation  of  rations. 


Clean  Food  Campaign 

No  marked  change  has  occurred  in  this  area  with  regard  to 
furthering  the  cause  of  the  above  campaign.  There  appears  to  be  a 
general  apathy  both  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  other  interested 
bodies.  The  scattered  nature  of  this  rural  area  and  the  difficulty 
of  transport,  etc.,  may  be  a  contributing  factor  to  this  lack  of 

interest . 

Clean  Food  Campaigns.  No  change  has  occurred  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  campaigns  since  sending  off  the 
report  submitted  under  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  12/49  as 
hereunder : — 


Headings 

1.  Lectures  or  classes  for 
food  traders  or  their  em¬ 
ployees. 

2.  Exhibitions. 

3.  Lectures,  etc.,  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  including  local 
women’s  organisations. 

4.  Formation  of  Clean  Food 
Guilds,  ete. 

5.  Formulation  of  local 
Codes  of  Practice. 

6.  Any  other  relevant  activi¬ 
ties. 


Activities 


None. 

None. 

Occasional  lectures  have 
been  given  under  the  auspices 
of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

None. 

None. 

Lectures  and  documentary 
films  on  clean  milk  product¬ 
ion  are  occasionally  given. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

A  number  of  complaints  with  regard  to  the  dirty  condition 
of  milk  bottles  concerning  one  particular  Farm,  carrying  out 
retail  business  in  this  district,  were  investigated. 

The  dirty  condition  was  mainly  shown  on  the  outside  surface 
of  the  bottles,  probably  due  to  careless  handling  by  the  drivers 
of  the  milk  vans. 

The  owner  of  the  farm  has  been  warned,  to  prevent  a  re-occur¬ 
rence  of  the  complaint. 

Otherwise,  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  milk 
retailers  is  very  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

Number  of  renewals  of  licenses  issued  to  slaughter¬ 
men  under  the  1933  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  . .  . .  . .  1 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

Water  Supply 

Public.  The  general  descriptions  of  the  water  supplies  of 
the  district  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

In  connection  with  the  Comprehensive  Scheme,  it  is  expected 
that  the  detailed  Plans  and  Specification  will  be  completed  in 
1951,  in  readiness  for  the  Ministry  Inquiry. 

Meanwhile,  a  starting  date  has  been  given  for  Part  II  of  the 
Scheme,  for  urgent  extensions,  which  can  be  served  from  the 
existing  supplies  and  which  will  eventually  form  part  of  the 
Comprehensive  Scheme. 

No  chemical  analyses  of  the  Council’s  Public  Supplies  were 
taken  in  1950. 

The  following  data  dealing  with  Bacteriological  samples  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47,  Ministry  of  Health. 

1.  (a)  The  quality  of  the  water  depends  generally  on  the 
source.  Much  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  derived 
from  the  chalk  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quality 
of  the  water  from  the  numerous  shallow  wells  varies 
considerably. 
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(b)  There  are  ample  quantities  of  water  available,  except 
in  those  districts  where  shallow  well  or  rainfall  supplies 
may  cease  during  drought.  During  the  summer  a  num¬ 
ber  of  villages  which  are  not  supplied  from  public 
sources  were  short  of  adequate  supplies,  due  mainly 
to  the  exceptionally  dry  season. 

2.  Results  of  public  supply  bacteriological  analyses  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 

3.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  alkaline  and  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  properties. 

4.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  public  services  except 
Teffont,  which  is  chlorinated  when  occasion  demands. 

5.  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  sources  in  villages: 


Parish.  Direct.  By  Standpipe. 


No.  of 

Population 

No  of. 

Popula 

houses 

(approx.) 

houses 

tion 

Mere 

. .  612 

2090 

— 

— 

Zeals 

. .  79 

246 

40 

140 

W.  Knoyle 

. .  36 

124 

— 

— 

Sedgehill 

..  23 

80 

— 

— 

Hindon 

. .  122 

412 

29 

116 

Chilmark 

. .  63 

215 

13 

50 

Tisbury 

. .  425 

1472 

— 

— 

Teffont 

. .  46 

161 

44 

154 

Swallowcliffe 

9 

27 

— 

— 

Donhead 

. .  423 

111 

— 

— 

Totals 

..  1838 

5604 

126 

460 

Private  Sources.  17  samples  from  private  sources  were 
taken  during  the  year.  Eleven  of  these  showed  a  degree  of  pol¬ 
lution,  with  coliform  organisms  of  the  faecal  type,  in  some  cases 
to  a  gross  degree  of  pullution  and  in  others  to  a  minor  degree. 

The  use  of  one  well  at  Sutton  Mandeville  showing  a  gross 
degree  of  pollution,  was  discontinued.  In  other  cases  the  wells 
were  cleaned  out  and  the  water  subjected  to  chlorination. 

The  condition  of  the  water  supplies  derived  from  many  of 
the  wells  in  the  District,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  is  serious 
and  the  urgency  of  the  Comprehensive  Scheme,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  emphasized. 
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Results  of  The  Public  Supply  Bacteriological  Analyses 


Source 

Total  Colonies 
on  agar  at  37  C 
Date  per  1  m.l.  of  water 

Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  m.l. 
water 

Faecal  tvpe 

B.  Coli  per 
100  m.l.  of  water 

Donhead 

26-  1-50 

20 

Donhead 

10-  5-50 

1 

- _  ■ 

Donhead 

17-  8-50 

6 

- 

Donhead 

5-12-50 

6 

- 

Mere 

26-  1-50 

—  . 

_ , 

Mere 

10-  5-50 

- -r 

Mere 

15-  8-50 

1 

- - - 

Mere 

5-12-50 

_ _ 

- 

Telfont 

24-  1-50 

- 

Teffont 

9-  5-50 

2 

Teflfont 

15-  8-50 

_ _ 

— 

Teffont 

6-12-50 

4 

— 

Tisbury 

24-  1-50 

3 

-  ■ 

_ 

Tisbury 

9-  5-50 

10 

- 

_ 

Tisbury 

15-  8-50 

2 

,  ,  , 

_ 

Tisbury 

Mere 

6-  12-50 

16 

8 

— 

(New  Well) 

3-  8-50 

— 

— 

— 

One  small  private  piped  supply  serving  a  portion  of  the 
East  Knoyle  Parish,  gave  rise  to  much  anxiety  during  the  year. 
Tvlany  of  the  householders,  at  various  periods,  being  completely 
without  water  for  essential  purposes. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  a  spring  and  pumped  to  an  under¬ 
ground  reservoir,  some  properties  are  supplied  from  the  rising 
main. 

The  system  was  installed  about  1908. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  and  a  number  of  extensive 
leaks  were  detected.  In  addition  it  was  found  that  the  pumping 
plant  was  completely  worn  out. 

The  owner  was  requested  to  provide  new  apparatus.  A 
Beresford  Submersible  Pump  was  installed  and  to  date  the  supply 
is  working  satisfactorily. 
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Factories 


Premises 

No.  on 
register 

No.  of 
No.  of  written 
inspections  notices 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

10 

20 

4 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

36 

22 

1 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises 

Total 

46 

42 

5 

— 

Defects 


Particulars.  No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2  — 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

1 

1  — 

— 

Total 

5  • 

5 

1 

— 
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Housing  Act,  1949 


The  results  hoped  for  in  this  Act,  have  been  disappointing. 
So  many  conditions  have  been  laid  down  in  connection  with  the 
improvement  Grant,  that  the  Act  is  more  or  less  unworkable. 


The  old  Housing  and  Rural  Workers’  Act  enabled  many 
rural  cottages  to  be  re-conditioned  the  return  of  a  similar  act 
for  Rural  areas  would  be  welcomed. 

1936  Act.  Steady  progress  with  the  detailed  Housing 
Survey  has  continued  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  to  com¬ 
plete  the  Survey  before  the  end  of  1951. 

Essential  first  aid  repairs  are  being  carried  out  whenever 
possible,  but  the  low  rentals  received  for  many  of  these  cottages, 
are  stumbling  blocks  towards  progress. 


Much  major  repair  work  remains  to  be  done  but  unless  the 
economic  situation  improves  considerably  and  the  necessary 
building  materials  are  made  available,  it  will  be  many  years 
before  a  satisfactory  statement  of  Housing  Repairs  can  be 
recorded. 


Representations  were  made  to  the  Housing  Committee  for 
the  serving  of  Statutory  Notices,  under  Section  47,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  replacement  of  Earth  Closets  by  Water  Closets 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Owner  and  Local  Authority  in  respect 
of  24  cottages. 

A  similar  recommendation  under  Section  138,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  provision  of  water  supply  from  the  Public 
Mains  to  be  taken  inside  29  cottages  was  also  put  forward. 
After  considering  these  representations,  the  Committee  decided 
not  to  accede  to  these  requests. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Housing  Committee  inspected 
19  cottages  submitted  for  action  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  a  further  list  is  scheduled  for  inspection  in  1951. 
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Below  is  a  summary  of  the  Survey  up  to  December,  1950: — 
Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 


or  Public  Health  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  901 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  933 

Number  of  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  habitation  25 

Number  of  defective  houses  . .  . .  . .  848 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Public  Health  Acts  . .  . .  . .  367 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  69 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  (informal)  . .  . .  402 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  . .  . .  . .  5 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  remedied  . .  . .  — 

Categories 


1 

2 

2/3  3 

3/4  4 

5 

Total 

Total  for  1950  68 

329 

—  350 

—  129 

25 

901 

Previous  Results  B/F  117 

377 

2  202 

82  86 

80 

946 

Total  for  the  Survey  185 

706 

2  552 

82  215 

105 

1847 

These  categeries  can  only  be  regarded  as  provisional, 
until  after  inspection  and  recommendations  by  the  appropriate 
Committee. 


No.  of  Cottages  inspected  by  Housing  Committee  :  19 

Recommendations  by  Housing  Committee  : 

16  Demolition 

1  Placed  in  Category  3 

2  Placed  in  Category  4 

Summary  of  all  Inspections 


Complaints  (Public  Health)  . .  . .  . .  97 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  52 

Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Farms,  Diaries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ..  ..  ..  110 

Factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Housing  . 1333 

Other  Public  Health  Matters  . .  . .  . .  51 

Council  House  Repairs  . .  . .  . .  564 


Miscellaneous  (Building  Licensing  and  Town  &  Country 
Planning,  Building  Byelaws  &  Petroleum  Acts)  336 

Total  ..  ..  2691 
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Rag  Flock  Act 

There  are  no  registered  rag  flock  dealers,  marine  store  dealers 
or  common  lodging  house  keepers. 


Outworkers’  Premises 

Number  on  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Work: — Wearing  apparel  ..  ..  ..  44 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to 
the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply 
lists  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Prosecutions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 


Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during 
the  year : — 


Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  8 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  6 

Polio-Myelitis  . .  . .  2 

Acute  Encephalitis  . .  1 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  3 

Measles  . .  . .  40 

Whooping  Cough  . .  79 


Tuberculosis 

nil. 


G.  Napier,  M.O.H. 
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Tisbury  Printing  Works,  Ltd.,  Tisbury,  Wilts. 


